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MALACOLOGY . — The gross anatomy and occurrence in Puerto Rico of the pelecypod 
Yoldia perprotracta. Germaine L. Warmke, Mayagiiez, Puerto Rico, and 
R. T. Abbott, U. S. National Museum. (Communicated by Ilarald A. Rehder.) 


Yoldia ( Adrana) perprotracta Dali, 
hitherto believed to be extinct, was first 
collected by D. F. MacDonald near Mount 
Hope, Canal Zone, and described by Dali 
(1912, p. 1) as a new species from the 
Pleistocene. This species was also reported 
as a Pleistocene fossil from the oyster shell 
layers of the Black Swamp near Mount 
Hope by Brown and Pilsbry (1913, p. 
496). 

Live specimens of Yoldia perprotracta 
were collected by the senior author on 
August 15, 1951 while dredging between the 
city of Mayagiiez and the mouth of the 
Anasco River, Puerto Rico. Many speci¬ 
mens came up in from 10 to 25 feet of water 
from a muddy bottom. Since then, scores of 
live specimens have been dredged from three 
other localities on the west coast of the 
island (Punta Arenas; Boqueron; and off 
Pinero Island). 

Our Recent specimens closely match those 
from the type lot (holotype: U.S.N.M. no. 
214350; paratypes: 605551). The type was 
figured by Dali (1925, pi. 18, fig. 3) and 
described (Dali, 1912, p. 1) as thin, elon¬ 
gated, inequilateral, rather bluntly pointed 
at the posterior, and more rounded at the 
anterior end; beaks depressed and incon¬ 
spicuous. Exterior polished, showing regular 
concentric striae with wider interspaces; 
hinge with about 38 anterior and 48 pos¬ 
terior teeth separated by a small, subtri- 
angular pit. Length 29 mm., height at the 
beaks 8, maximum diameter 5 mm. In 


Recent specimens, the number of posteiorr 
teeth ranges in number from 45 to 51, 
anterior teeth from 31 to 34. Fossil para¬ 
types have from 44 to 51 posteriors, 35 to 
38 anteriors (5 specimens). 



Fig. 2. — Yoldia ( Adrana ) perprotracta Dali (1 
inch), Mayagiiez, Puerto Rico. 


The general gross anatomy of Yoldia 
perprotracta is very similar to that described 
for Yoldia limatula Say (Drew, 1899a and 
1899b). Our preserved specimens did not 
show the presence of a siphonal tentacle. 
The postero-ventral margins of the mantle 
bear a series of from 30 to 37 small, swollen 
papillae, each of which bears three tiny, 
fleshy protuberances. The papillae and 
protuberances are largest at the posterior 
end. The palp-appendages (used as food 
gatherers) appear to be proportionately 
larger than those found in Y . limatula. 
The gills are typical for the genus and con¬ 
tain about 90 closely packed lamellae. 
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Fig. 1 . — Main anatomical features of Yoldia ( Adrana ) perprotracta Dali: f, Foot; g, gills; is, 
halant siphon; lp, right labial palp; pap, palp-appendages. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE ACADEMY AND AFFILIATED SOCIETIES 


55th ANNUAL MEETING 

The 55th Annual Meeting, concurrently with 
the 360th monthly meeting of the Academy, was 
held as a dinner meeting in the ballroom of 
Hotel 2400 on the evening of January 15, 1953. 
President Walter Ramberg presided. 

After the dinner President Ramberg called the 
meeting to order at 8:15 p.m. No changes were 
suggested for the minutes of the 54th Annual 
Meeting as published in the Journal 42(6): 198- 
204, June 1952. 

Excerpts from the following reports by officers 
and committee chairmen were presented: 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 

During the Academy year—January 17, 1952, 
to January 15, 1953—62 persons were elected to 
regular membership, including 59 resident and 3 
nonresident (62 were elected last year). Of these, 
52 resident and 3 nonresident have as of this date 
qualified for membership. Three resident mem¬ 
bers elected in the preceding Academy year 
qualified during the year just ended. Two elected 
to membership on January 12, 1953, have not 
yet been notified of their election. The new 
members were distributed among the various 
sciences as follows: Physics 11; chemistry 9; 
entomology 5; 4 each in zoology and anthro¬ 
pology; biology 3; 2 each in astronomy, astro¬ 
physics, bacteriology, biochemistry, geology, 
mathematics, medicine, physiology, and psy¬ 
chology; and 1 each in aeronautics, archeology, 
anatomy, botany, histology, philosophy, pathol¬ 
ogy, and mycology. Eight members, having held 
membership for over 10 years and having retired 
from the gainful practice of their professions, 
were placed on the retired list entitled to privi¬ 
leges of active membership without further pay¬ 
ment of dues. Nine resident and 2 nonresident 
members resigned in good standing. No members 
were dropped for nonpayment of dues, as the 
list has not been reviewed by the Board. 

Deaths in 1952 of 21 members were reported 
to the Secretary, as follows: 


Malcolm M. Haring, on January 1 
T. Wayland Vaughn, on January 16 
Walter T. Swingle, on January 19 
William S. Eichelberger, on February 3 
Charles E. Chambliss, on February 10 
Joseph S. Caldwell, on February 18 
George W. McCoy, on April 2 
James L. Peters, on April 19 
Raymond A. Kelser, on July 15 
Eugene C. Auchter, on August 12 
Ida A. Bengtson, on August 15 
Paul F. Nemenyi, on August 29 
Albert E. McPherson, on September 6 
Edward F. Wendt, on September 30 
Harold E. McComb, on October 11 
Paul A. Neal, on October 13 
Harvey N. Davis, on December 3 
Charles L. G. Anderson, on December 10 
Miriam L. Bomhard, on December 16 
Arthur B. Lamb, on December 18 
M. C. Merrill, on December 22 

On January 15,1953, the status of membership 
was as follows: 



Regular 

Retired 

Hono¬ 

rary 

Patron 

Totals 

Resident. 

626 

55 

0 

0 

681 

Nonresident. 

186 

36 

10 

0 

232 

Total. 

812 

91 

10 

0 

913 

The net changes in membership during the 

past year are as 

follows : 





Regular 

Retired 

Hono¬ 

rary 

Patron 

Totals 

Resident. 

+37 

+1 

0 

0 

+38 

Nonresident . 

+4 

-3 

0 

0 

+1 


During the Academy year 1952 the Board of 
Managers held 8 meetings, with an average 
attendance of 17. The following summarizes inci¬ 
dental items, not covered elsewhere in this annual 
report, pertaining to activities of the Academy 
and its Board of Managers. 

A Committee on Science Education was ap¬ 
pointed to cooperate on behalf of the Academy 
with the D. C. Council of Engineering and 
Architectural Societies in an effort to achieve in 




























